
Notice Number 2024-29  Rule Number Liq 600 
    

1. Agency Name & Address: 

 
Liquor Commission 
50 Storrs Street 
Concord, NH  03301 
 

2. RSA Authority: RSA 179:56, I and III(a); 
RSA 179:57 I-a; RSA 

176:14, X; RSA 541-A:16, 
I(b) intro; RSA 126-K:18 

3. Federal Authority: none 
4. Type of Action:  

 Adoption  
 Repeal  

 Readoption  
 Readoption w/amendment X 

  5. Short Title: Enforcement Policy 

6. (a) Summary of what the rule says and of any proposed amendments:  

This proposal replaces the former proposal in Notice Number 2023-199, which was withdrawn.  
The Liquor Commission (Commission) is proposing again to readopt with amendment Chapter Liq 
600 that addresses enforcement policy, i.e., how violations are referred to the Commission for 
action under Chapter Liq 200, and penalties assessed.  The existing Liq 601 through Liq 605 have 
become Liq 601 through Liq 603.  Liq 601 addresses the purpose and effect of the rules and 
contains definitions for the Chapter.  The former Liq 602.03 through Liq 603.09 were previously 
moved to Liq 200 by Document #5180, effective 7-22-91.  The proposed Liq 602 on administrative 
penalties for liquor violations is derived from the existing Liq 603, but expanded as described 
below.  The existing Liq 604 on payment of fines and procedures for non-payment of fines is now 
being incorporated into Liq 205 and Liq 206, specifically Liq 206.03 in another rulemaking 
proceeding.  The proposed Liq 603 on administrative penalties and fine provisions on tobacco 
violations is the existing Liq 605. 
 
The proposed Liq 600, specifically Liq 602, expands a progressive discipline process using a points 
matrix, i.e., depending on the violation and the number of times it is repeated in a set period, the 
licensee receives an increasing number of points that lead to enhanced penalties and ultimately, 
under specific situations, revocation.  The points fall off the licensee’s record after 3 years. 
 
The proposed Liq 600 ensures that Commission hearings and enforcement are handled in a fair 
manner. 

6. (b) Brief description of the groups affected:  

All NH liquor licensees, any individuals, communities, or groups who might want to have input on 
Commission action concerning licensee violations. 

6. (c) Specific section or sections of state statute or federal statute or regulation which the rule is intended to 
implement: 

RULE STATUTE 
Liq 601 – Liq 602  RSA 541-A:16, I(b) intro; RSA 179:56; RSA 179:57 
Liq 603 RSA 126-K 

 
  



7. Contact person for copies and questions including requests to accommodate persons with disabilities: 

Name: Janet Donnelly 
Stephen Judge 

Title: Paralegal, II 
Business Relations Admr. 

Address: 
 
50 Storrs Street 
Concord, NH 03301 

Phone/Fax #: 

 

E-mail: 

 
603-230-7048  
603-230-7098 
 
janet.donnelly@liquor.nh.gov 
stephen.judge@liquor.nh.gov 

  TTY/TDD Access: Relay NH 1-800-735-2964 or 
dial 711 (in NH) 

8. Deadline for submission of materials in writing or, if practicable for the agency, in the electronic format 
specified: Tuesday, April 9, 2024 by 2:00 PM  

        Fax      E-mail  Other format (specify):  

9. Public hearing scheduled for:   

Date and Time:  Tuesday, March 26, 2024 from 9:00AM to 11:00 AM 
 

Physical             New Hampshire Liquor Commission Headquarters 
Location:           50 Storrs Street 

Concord, NH 
(Check in at reception desk to be directed to the hearing room) 

          
                   Electronic Access (if Applicable): N/A 

10. Fiscal Impact Statement (Prepared by Legislative Budget Assistant): 

FIS # 24:024 , dated 2/21/2024 
 

1. Comparison of the costs of the proposed rule(s) to the existing rule(s): 
There is no difference in cost when comparing the proposed rules to the existing rules. 

 

2. Cite the Federal mandate.  Identify the impact on state funds: 
No federal mandate, no impact on state funds. 

 

3. Cost and benefits of the proposed rule(s): 
The proposed rules detail the enforcement policy without additional cost or fiscal benefit.  
The administrative fine amounts are provided in RSA 179:57. 

 
A. To State general or State special funds: 

None. 
 
B. To State citizens and political subdivisions: 

None. 
 
C. To independently owned businesses: 

None. 
  

mailto:janet.donnelly@liquor.nh.gov
mailto:stephen.judge@liquor.nh.gov3


11. Statement Relative to Part I, Article 28-a of the N.H. Constitution: 

The proposed rule does not violate Part I, Article 28-a of the N.H. Constitution.  The proposed rule 
does not create a new program or responsibility but seeks to expand or modify an existing program or 
responsibility.  The rule does not mandate or assign responsibility to any political subdivision that 
would increase the costs the political subdivision may pay. 


